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Timeline

2001 2002 2003

Study Commission Green Check-off Program

NCUC Order E-100, Sub 90

Public Hearing

AE Convenes Stakeholders

CRS Accreditation meeting

AE Files Program Plan

Public Hearings

CRS Accreditation 
Approved

AE Files Revised 
Program Plan

NCUC Order

Stakeholder 
Meetings



Stakeholders
• N.C. State Energy Office
• Investor-owned utilities (4)
• Electric cooperatives (26)
• Public Power (51 municipalities)
• Citizen Action Groups (5+) 
• Suppliers (7+ green power generators)
• Regulators (EPA, NCUC, Atty. Gen. …)
• Consultants (GP Marketers)



Carl’s List of Demands
• All electric utilities agree 

to work together
• One brand, one product, 

one message
• Cash basis, no 

capitalization of assets
• Voluntary, tax-deductible 

contributions
• Utilities work closely with 

citizen and 
environmental activists

• Utilities do billing and 
collection of revenue at 
no cost to program

• Utilities file identical 
tariffs (including co-ops 
and municipals)

• Utilities and potential 
suppliers must negotiate 
purchase power 
agreements



Carl’s List of Demands 
(cont’d)

• Environmental 
community and 
activists must reach  
consensus with 
utilities

• Pay for generation 
(energy) produced 
only

• Collect contributions 
first, then find the 
renewable energy 
suppliers/developers

• All generation must 
be in geographic 
state boundaries

• Independent power 
producers be 
primary source

• Provisions for 
selected existing 
green resources

• No increase of costs 
to non-participants



Carl’s List of Demands 
(cont’d)

• Approved by the 
NCUC

• Board of Directors 
with fair 
representation from 
all stakeholders

• Board of Directors 
appointed by NCUC

• Third-party 
certification or 
accreditation

• All generation must 
be in geographic 
state boundaries

• Must be some wind 
and solar generation

• Design our own bill 
inserts that each 
utility will use, at no 
cost to program



First of its kind in the US
First statewide, voluntary program 
involving all electricity providers 
(investor-owned utilities, electric 
cooperatives and municipals) in a 
regulated market using a 3rd party 
non-profit administrator (tax 
deduction) and independent power 
producers



Mission

To improve the quality of the 
environment by encouraging the 
development of renewable energy 
resources through consumers’
voluntary purchase of green power.



Objectives

• Improve quality of environment
• Increase amount of generation 

from renewables
• Maximize investment in renewable 

generation
• Maximize number of participants



NC GreenPower Options
• $4 per block

– Designed for 
residential 
customers and 
small businesses

– $4 per block of 
100 kWh

– Minimum 
contribution=One 
block or $4 per 
month

• $250 per 100 Blocks
– Designed for 

large-scale 
industrial and 
commercial 
customers

– $2.50 per block of 
100 kWh

– Minimum 
contribution=100 
blocks or $250 per 
month



Product Offering

• “Mass Market”
– Solar
– Wind
– Methane

• “Large Volume”
– Solar
– Wind
– Methane
– Small hydro
– Biomass

• Agriculture Waste
• Animal Waste
• Clean Wood Waste



How it Works

Customer Utility

NC GreenPower
Renewable 
Resource

Voluntary $ 
Contribution

Voluntary $ 
Contribution

Premium $

Green power 
blocks to grid



What consumers will see
(an example)

1000 kWh

Typical Usage Green Power Block(s)

 

Monthly Bill

$100.00

$  4.00100 kWhNC GreenPower

$104.00



Revenue to Generators
(an example)

Avoided Cost

Green Power 
Premium

 3.0

cents/kWh

2.5

5.5



How to Sign Up

• Call electric utility company and 
request to be signed up for NC 
GreenPower

• Electric utility company Web site or 
the NC GreenPower Web site

• Mail in bill stuffer



Sample 
Ads



Sample 
Ads
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Carl L. Wilkins
909 Capability Drive, Suite 2100

Raleigh, NC 27606
www.ncgreenpower.org

It’s in your Power.

Thank You.


